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motive power of a national movement is not so much sympathy
for the individual members of the nation as devotion to the
same aims. The arch-nationalist of our days, Adolf Hitler, in
his book My Struggle does not conceal his profound contempt for
the masses of his own people. His seizure of power was followed
by the introduction of a system of the most ruthless terrorism
and intimidation against all those Germans who were not in
agreement with Nazi policy, and who at that time certainly
formed the majority of the German people. It may be that
nationalists aim at uniting the whole people in fraternal love,
but surely their methods are often such as those described in a
German couplet : Und willst Du nicht mein Bruder sein, so schlag
ich Dir den Schaedel ein (If my brother you will not be, your skull
shall soon be smashed by me). Modern nations, however, have
to a large extent really been brought together by this method.
If the subjectivist theory stresses the will to be a nation, it is
usually not explicit enough about the meaning of will and the
meaning of nation. Will is often conceived in a too rational way.
It is not so much a clear outspoken will which actually lives in
a whole people but a multitude of feelings and vague ideas,
animating a large and influential part of the people, that tend
to crystallize in a will in certain conditions. In the history of
national development, moreover, this will was at first only that
of a minority which in the course of time succeeded in gaining
more or less the assent of a majority. In firmly consolidated
nations everybody knows to which nation he belongs ; but if a
people has not yet reached this stage, or if an old loyalty has
been destroyed by historic events, there is no spontaneous national
will but merely a welter of conflicting aspirations. The subjecti-
vist theory, moreover, needs to be supplemented by allowance
for objective factors, among which the national territory at least
is indispensable. A community without a territory is not a full
nation though it may possess unity, solidarity, mutual sympathy
and the wish to live under a government of its own. A Church
or a party shows these traits too. There are even communities
with a territory which are not nations such as a city or a county.
The subjectivist theory must not be stretched so far as to
obliterate the significance of the objective factors. The mere will
does not yet make a nation. A nation cannot be founded like
a company or a club. It is a community of fate, to a large
extent brought together and moulded by historical events and
natural factors, and the individual has practically little oppor-
tunity of choosing his nationality or changing its fundamental